Certification program in antineoplastic drug preparation for pharmacy technicians and pharmacists.
A formal training program for technicians who prepare cytotoxic agents and pharmacists who check the doses is described. To handle an overwhelming workload in an oncology satellite pharmacy and to enable the pharmacists there to increase their clinical involvement, a program was developed to train technicians to prepare antineoplastic doses and pharmacists to check the technicians' work. The program consists of two days of classroom instruction, three weeks of hands-on training, and a written examination. In addition to handling and preparation of antineoplastic drugs, other topics related to oncology are covered to give the participants a better understanding of cancer and its treatment. The technicians must complete a refresher program annually. From 1991 to 1993, 15 pharmacists and 14 technicians and pharmacy students completed the program. The technicians have taken on additional responsibilities in the satellite pharmacy, including managing the inventory of oncology drugs. Implementation of a comprehensive cancer chemotherapy training class for technicians and pharmacists has benefited the pharmacy in terms of labor and inventory control.